CHAPTER XXXVI
CANADA
THE LAURENTIAN PLATEAU. The general characteristics of the
Laurentian region have already been described, and it remains to
trace their effect upon its economic development. The great shield
of pre-Cambrian rocks weathers down into a poor and infertile soil.
From the upper parts of the plateau much of this soil was removed
by the glacial ic^-sheet, and in many places the bare ice-polished
rocks still appear on- the surface. In the valleys the soil is fre-
quently much deeper, but it is only along the river courses, where
the debris from the rocks has been resorted by river action and
mixed with organic matter, that it is really fertile. An exception to
this general statement ought to be made, however, in favour of the
" clay belt " of northern Ontario, a region which has attracted
considerable attention within recent years. It lies on the northern
slope of the watershed between the St. Lawrence system and James
Bay, and consists of the bed of what was once a great shallow lake,
now referred to as Lake Ojibway, which lay in front of the ice-
sheet as it retreated towards the north. The soils of this region,
which has an estimated area of 29,000,000 acres, consist of great
deposits of sand and clay, rendered more or less fertile by the debris
carried by the ice-sheet from the shales and limestones around
James Bay. On the west coast of James Bay, also, the soil appears
to be more fertile than is generally the case in the Laurentian
country.
To the unfavourable conditions of soil which prevail in the greater
part of the region must be added conditions of climate equally
unfavourable. On the whole, the Laurentian region has a summer
temperature too low for successful agriculture, and it is only in the
more southerly parts That cultivation is ever likely to be profitable.
With the development of the mineral resources of the region, and
the consequent opening up of its communications, it is quite
probable that numerous small agricultural communities may
ultimately settle in favoured localities. These will probably have
recourse to mixed farming, but, although they will meet a gradually
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